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No Agreements Manifesto #1 


Sometime in the Spring of 2020 I was in a discord call with Christtt (owner of 
Business Casual) when he had said something that really struck a chord with me. 


I can’t requote it exactly, but the way it sits in my head is “when I first started out, 
nobody wanted to release my stuff so I said fuck it I°l] start my own label and 
release it myself”. 


This is the sort of attitude that the world of alternative art forms strives off of and 
the sort of mindset that has continued to belong to people who really play a role in 
the eventual reinvention of the artistic wheel. ‘ 


Another interesting thing I heard came from the former Dream Catalogue owner 
HKE when listening to him discuss his theory on “the end of music”. His theory 
itself] don’t know if I fully agree with, but o one idea he shared completely changed 
the way I looked at music itself. 


Similarly I can’t quote it exactly, but to put the content of his idea into a quote it 
went along the lines of “vaporwave has put the aesthetics and packaging of music 
in the forefront of musical development” and “Birth of a New Day itself is just a 
solid ambient record, the context of the cover art. album title, and narrative 
illuminates a vision in the listeners mind”. 


These ideas don’t form a consistent narrative or exact point to be fair, but 
something that undeniably | have learned from not just these but many artists I 
know including my contemporaries in the label such as Material Girl, 
Broken_Canyon, or PB is that artistic evolution will always come from those who 
have been questioned most at one point or another. This is because to evolve art 
means to abandon what you think you know and embrace uncertainty which is the 
scariest thing of all. 


When | had really shifted No Agreements into gear earlier this year, I told a 
collaborator of mine something that has somewhat acted as this core element of 
how | approached who | brought on board this project. It goes along the lines of 
“anyone can learn to use a piece of software or to become a better songwriter, you 
can’t learn to have a vision and that’s the number one criteria for who I want to 
approach”. 


So here | am now in the hot seat of helping lead an artistic movement and my eyes 
have been dead set on doing my best to bring forward unique visions from all 
genres, all places in the world, and most of all, to make these voices never 
compromise their visions. It requires artists who are willing to be laughed at or not 
treated seriously, and those artists stick through with what they believe anyway. 
Its a tough and lonely path, but I’m hoping to make it a bit easier by highlighting 
these sounds and artists. 


Let it be known though, that I am just one voice. | may help run this label, but the 
ideas of those in our group are what helps me never get too comfortable (as that is 
to stop reinventing yourself or experimenting). 


Christtt had a vision that others didn’t believe in, and he decided to start his own 
label. HKE challenged what dictates a musical genre. and his theory is slowly 
becoming more and more relevant. 


In 2021, I’m committing to highlighting visions that I believe to be at their most 
radical and purest degree and to continue to highlight visions | find to be 
personally unique. This is what No Agreements has always been about at heart. 


It's funny, because No Agreements never started out as a name intended to mean 
much of anything. | don’t want to spoil the original reasoning for its naming, as | 
feel it being a mystery is what makes it special. But I find myself these days 
starting to realize 1 has grown to have meaning. 


No Agreements is a policy in which artists come and go as this is a way of life. 

No Agreements is a policy in which artists never agree to compromise their vision. 
No Agreements ts a policy that nothing in life is guaranteed, and that your plans 
could fall apart the very next second, 


So live it up right now, 


Sincerely. 
City Light Mosaic 


